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ut Mr. Zadel, why do you want to live
in Quebec?«

)) I do not understand the question.
We are speaking French, the official

language in this province of Canada, but that is not the
problem. My French is fluent. I have returned home
after studying in the UK, and I am here at the >Régie
de I’assurance maladie du Québec« to renew my health
insurance card. A routine administrative procedure.
»I’m sorry,« I say to the man behind the desk, »I’m
not sure I understand. I’'m from here. I went to high
school here, elementary school even. Sure, I’ve lived
overseas, but I’'m from Montreal.« I pass him a copy of
the lease to my new apartment, 180 Rue Bernard Ouest.

»But it says in your file that you were born in

»We are Portuguese-Canadian,
Haitian-Canadian, and Ugandan-Canadian.
We are hyphenated people at best«

Ontario. And your parents live in Ontario. So, why
do you want to live in Quebec?«

I am sitting in a government office in my home-
town, and an official of that government is telling me

to go home.
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